Umueze/Abazu celebrates as Governor Okorocha appoints Iwuorie commissioner for sport
By Fidelis Ihentuge
It was celebration galore in Umueze/Abazu Ogwa Autonomous Community following the swearing-in of an indigene of the Community, Barrister Daniel Iwuorie appointed as the commissioner for Youths and Sports by the Imo State Governor, Owelle Rochas Okorocha. 
The event which took place in the Sam Mbakwe exco chambers of Government House Owerri on Monday was witnessed by hundreds of APC loyalists irrespective of the divide, and also indigenes of Mbaitoli Local Government Area from each of the 37 autonomous communities. 
Speaking on why the Umueze/Abazu Ogwa community rolled out drums to celebrate the event, the Traditional Prime Minister Chief Kenneth Joel disclosed that the appointment of Barr. Iwuorie as commissioner was the first time in the history of the state that an indigene of the community was so elevated to a top government position.
Chief Joel thanked Governor Rochas Okorocha for the kind gesture and assured him that the community will support his programmes and policies. He described Barr. Daniel Iwuorie as one of the foremost crusaders of the Rescue Mission Agenda in the state and eptiomised his appointment as ‘a round peg in a round hole” and well deserved, adding that, “Governor Okorocha’s effort to take Imo to greater heights should be supported by all”. 


LG Chairmanship: Owerri West APC endorses Madoka    
· Congratulates Oguoma

The All Progressives Congress (APC) Owerri West local government area has presented the endorsement of their chairmanship aspirant Hon Ordu Madoka by the Acting Chairman, APC Owerri West, Mr. Maurice Duru to the APC state Acting chairman, Chief Chris Ogoma at the party secretariat, Okigwe Road, Owerri.

In his remarks, Hon Madoka disclosed that his intention for seeking to serve as elected chairman is to consolidate on the many programmes of the Rescue Mission administration in the area as well as ensure that Owerri west returns 100% votes for Ugwumba Uche Nwosu during the 2019 governorship election.

Also Speaking, the immediate past TC Chairman, Owerri West LGA, a well-known politician known for his doggedness, reliability and consistency, Hon BB Ibekwe identified the ARC acting chairman Chief Ogoma as a highly experienced, tested and trusted politician.

Hon. Ibekwe who is a commissioner in the Imo State House of Assembly Service Commission and the state Organizing Secretary, Ugwumba Movement, praised the governor Owelle Rochas Okorocha for his numerous achievements in the state and assured Chief Ogoma that Owerri West is solidly behind Ugwumba Uche Nwosu as he remains the best to continue with the good works of the governor.

Umuodu-Mbieri youths inaugurate Excos
The newly constituted executives of the Umuodu-Mbieri Youths' Association in Mbaitoli Local Government Area of Imo State, were last week, sworn in at the instance of the village head, Chief Modestus Nwachukwu with a call on the youth executives to be steadfast and dedicated duties in the overall interest of the community.

Earlier in his address during the occasion, president-General of Umuodu Mbieri Autonomous Community, Prince Peter Asilonu, who tasked the youths' executives to be diligent and focused in the discharge of their duties, noted that, the entire community shall always be supportive of their activities, considering the pivotal role of the youths, as work force and future leaders of the community.

He, however, cautioned them against acts capable of bringing the community to disrepute, adding that good dispositions by the youth will go a long way promoting peace, unity and the desired progress of the community.

Responding on behalf of the newly constituted executives, the chairman of Umuodu-Mbieri the youth Association, Comr. Umendu Ahaneku while commending people of the community for their support during their election of excos, said that he and other executive members of the Association shall put in their best for the socio-economic development in the community.

He assured that the executives shall be of good conduct in their service to the community.

By Nkechi Ojukwu
The acting state chairman, Imo State All Progressive Congress, (APC), Hon. Chris Oguoma and the working committee have stated clearly and unequivocally that the purported swearing in of Chief Hillary Ekeh in Abuja recently as the state chairman of APC, Imo State is in total violation of a subsisting order of  a Federal High Court, Owerri against the party.

Hon. Chris, pointed out that the action of Chief Hillary Ekeh and cohorts is highly contemptuous and has no backing from the party adding that APC is a law abiding party and shall continue to respect the court order until same is vacated. He also said that Chief Hillary Ekeh should be held responsible for this deliberate infraction of the court order.

According to him, Chief Hillary Ekeh was suspended as the chairman of APC Imo State on the May 14, 2018, by the State Working Committee (SWC), for granted a press conference where he lied that there were ward congress across the state on May 5, 2018, while according to him, there was no congress anywhere in Imo State.
Hon. Oguoma, noted that the purported swearing of Chief Hillary Ekeh is not only condemnable but also laughable, stressing the fact that on the  May 18, 2018, the court gave an interim order restraining the party from going on with its congress in Imo State and ordered that the status quo should be maintained.

He urged party members to ignore Chief Hillary’s alleged inauguration and continue to be steadfast, as he assured all the party members in Imo State that all party activities were still ongoing.    


Opinion 
Imo APC and the Abuja inauguration of Hilary Eke
By Emma Chukwu

The inauguration of Chief Hillary Eke as the Imo State Chairman of the All Progressives Congress APC in Abuja on Sunday was seen by members of the

Party in support of his group as a heart-cheering development that concretized their claims that Party Congress actually held in the State but Imo APC State Working Committee led by Hon. Chris Oguoma has stiffly rejected the inauguration, faulting the exercise with claims that there were no Party Congresses in the State.

The latest rejection of the inauguration by the Oguoma led State APC Working Committee is adding to the already existing confusion in the Party. With this development supporters of the Party in Imo State seem more confused as to who is actually the true Chairman of the Party. On the other side, the national executives of the Party led by Chief John Odigie Oyegun seem to hold the strict stand that Chief Hilary Eke is the authentic Chairman of the Party in the State. By inaugurating Hilary Eke alongside with others in Abuja, the message from the National Working Committee contradicts the feeling at the home front.

The lingering crisis, though a part of the intrigues of party politics seems a dangerous signal to both sides of the divide and it is more disturbing to their supporters.

In order to make its position on the inauguration known to the public, Hon. Chris Oguoma the Acting Chairman made a press release available to journalists at the Okigwe road secretariat of the party on Tuesday 5th June, 2018 part of which read "Our attention has been drawn to the purported swearing in of Chief Hillary Eke as the State Chairman of our great party, the APC Imo State Chapter. We therefore state clearly and unequivocally that the purported swearing in is in total violation of s a subsisting order of court made by a court of competent jurisdiction, i.e. Federal High Court, Owerri against the party" end of quote.

In the release, the Oguoma led group characterized the action of Chief Hillary Eke as highly contemptuous and as having no backing from the party. He expressed the resolve of the party as a law-abiding organization to respect the order of the Court until same is vacated. According to the release, it alleged that Chief Hillary Eke and not the party should be held responsible for what it termed deliberate infraction of the order of Court, Another component of the release was the aspect that said Chief Hillary Eke was suspended as the Chairman of APC Imo State on the 14th day of May 2018.

Imo APC deserves some pity for finding itself in this dilemma, though the same occurred in some states in a similar situation of intra-party wrangling and headbutting to edge out the other.

By the latest press release, what it means is that two groups are contesting which is the authentic leadership of the party. As earlier stated in this piece this is part of party politics especially in a crude environment like Nigeria.

However, knowledge of party rules and laid down procedure for party activities would be on hand to resolve this issue for the contending camps. But while the Imo public waits for that last hour of determination, it is proper to argue that the party's polarization may have uncertain consequences.

Probably, the ultimate result may serve good purposes in strengthening party politics in the State as lessons to gather from the ashes of this dilemma would provide a guide to the future.

Hillary Eke may not have returned from Abuja where his inauguration took place or has he returned? It is expected that the people as neutral watchers would also like to hear his own position on the subject matter.

Probably, he might not fail to still lay authentic claim to the Chairmanship of the party even when the State secretariat of the party does not accommodate him as it used to be in the past or has another secretariat been secured to accommodate him?

The scenario readily reminds us of the fate of the Peoples' Democratic Party (PDP) Imo State Chapter before now. The party maintained two party offices but presently party activities have seized to be noticed in one of the party offices. Oh our politics! Oh our Imo State and party politics! 



World Day of Environment
By Obiarandu Ohiri 
The environment is the totality of living and non-living things in an area. The living things include humans, animals and plants. The non-living things include land, building, wood, plastics, vehicles, glass, electronics, metals among other things. There is need for coexistence of both living and non-living things for mutual benefit. This is true as man needs vehicle for quick transportation and the vehicle needs man to be functional.

In the environment, living and non-living things affect the environment, this effect can be negative or positive thus the need for environmental safety. Environmental safety is safe guarding the environment from possible destruction. The importance of safety of the environment necessitated the institution of world environment day which is commemorated every 5th June yearly by most countries as recommended by the united nations.

The theme of this year’s celebration is “reduce plastic pollution”. This theme comes up with the notion that plastic waste is abundant in the environment and thus has to be curbed. Plastic is among the land pollutants. Truly plastic cannot be done away with because it is an essential material for the production of most objects used in both residential and non residential buildings.

There are plastic chairs, tables, plastic fans, plastic is found in the construction of cars, sign posts, building, rechargeable lantern, multiple sockets, computers, bags, wiring boards among other things.

It is clear that what the theme need is to use plastic in production and at same time reduce its waste.

To reduce plastic waste, there should be recycling of plastic waste. Great thanks go to our brothers and sisters (Ndiaghagalatingwom) who trade on plastic wastes for recycling to produce buckets, slippers, packer and others. They have also reduced the menace of plastic pollution.



My Campaign Is Not About Money: Dr Victor Njimma
By Deborah Uzoma.
Owerri Senatorial Aspirant under the platform of All Progressive Grand Alliance, APGA, Dr. Victor Njimma has said that his interest to run for the senate is not about money but predicted on his burning desire to provide effective and people oriented representation which according to him is the best gift one can give to his people.
Dr,Njimma made this statement at the Children's day celebration he organised for children of his senatorial zone, while advising parents and teachers to put in the right steps towards ensuring a solid foundation ,guiding the children into the right direction for a better tomorrow.
The academic disclosed that his core agenda will focus on Youth, Children and women empowernment which has been the basis of The Njimma's Foundation revealing that his initial plan was to run for the gubernatorial election but that he decided to run for senate because of the political climate and after serious consultation with family, and supporters.
In their words of appreciation, Emmanuel Udochukwu and Rose Obiyo said that they were happy to be celebrated and promising to put into practice all that has been taught about being good children .They thanked Dr. Nijimma for packaging such a gathering.
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Ohakim   flags Okorocha desecration of Alter
· Says he is trying to destroy Christian faith
By Nwokoma Ndubueze
The former Clean and Green Governor of Imo State, Dr. Ikedi Ohakim has described the posture of the Rescue Mission government led by Owelle Rochas Anayo Okorocha at the alters of the Government House Chapel, known as the Victory Chapel to be an act of impersonation of the clergy who is supposed to anoint the members of the church and not the State government.
Dr. Ohakim in a release sent to the Nigeria Newspoint stated that the singular act of the governor anointing Imo citizens in the chapel is aimed at the destruction of the Christian faith, at such, is an despicable act to the condone in the state where Christianity is fully practiced.
According to the former governor, as a Christian the pains of the people is to the marrow on how the governor who should have been a role model has become the worst example of what a governor should not be, by his steady decline into infamy, stating that Governor Okorocha is impersonating the clergy, conducting anointing semices and extorting the people.
He maintained that Governor Okorocha has become the biggest disgrace to the entire state, the Igbo nation, the country and the entire black race of which he should not be allowed to destroy their Christian faith or disrespect the ordained, anointed and respected men of God after having destroyed the traditional stool in the state.       
Dr. Ohakim added that never in the history of democracy did an elected leader become the spiritual head of the people, but Okorocha has made himself the head of all principalities and powers to challenge the authority of God, and this shows that he has danced where even the devil feared to tread.
 



Owerri Youth Chairman Sues for Peace.
The new Chairman, Umuihugba Umuodu Youth Organization, Owerri Municipal Council, Mr. Osita Udemba has thanked God for a successful election of Umuihugba Umuodu Youths saying the election has come and gone.
Speaking, he thanked the people of his Community for his emergence including the youths, the Traditional Ruler, President General, Electoral Committee and all that made the election to hold. He thanked his people for giving him the mandate promising that he will not disappoint them. He promised to carry everybody along adding that he will make sure that he touches the problem of their youths viz Education, Youth Empowerment, Job Creation, Health Care, Security etc.
He promised to ensure that those who need help receive support as well as ensure that the youths are law abiding citizens. He thanked the Mezie Umuodu Ka Odi Nma group for their support to him, he also lauded the efforts of the Chairman emeritus Mr. Tony Chukwu for making it possible for the election to hold.
"We are all brothers and sisters. Let us put all hands on deck together as one inorder to see that the Autonomous Community moves forward", Mr. Osita Udemba advised. Also he promised not to step on the toes of anyone.
The immediate past Youth Chairman, Mr. Tony Chukwu stated that he has bowed out of office as his successor has taken over. He maintained that what happened is a brotherly issue and advised all to embrace the spirit of sportsmanship so as to take the Community to a greater height.
Umuihugba Umuodu Youth excos who received their Certificate of Return from the Electoral Committee Chairman Barr. G.O.C. Ihebom were; Hon. Udemba Osita Chairman, Kelechi Chukwu Vice Chairman, Anoruo Victor Secretary General, Osuji Daniel Assit. Secretary, Helen Ike Chairlady, Obinna Anoruo Treasurer,  Abara Nnamdi Fin- Secretary, Orisakwe Chibueze D.O.S I,  Chukwudi Chibuike D.O.S. II,    Ejiogu Chukwuma P.R.O,  Chukwu Chibueze Provost I,  Ihejieto Nonye Provost II.     
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Imo Urban Renewal Latest:
okorocha to hit Orji, Egbu soon 
By Fidelis Ihentuge 
Those who think that the Owelle Okorocha urban renewal exercise designed to make major roads in the state capital territory eight-lane carriage ways would end in the old Owerri City are in for a surprise. The Owerri-Orji-Obilubi-Akabo section of Okigwe road will very soon come under the hammer as government moves ahead with its road expansion exercise.
The Imo State Governor Owelle Rochas Okorocha announced that the road expansion exercise of his administration will continue from the Ugwuorji flyover very soon. According to the governor, “those of them that live after the flyover should begin to pack their things”. The governor who made the declaration while giving his closing remakes after last week service at the Government House Victory Chapel, Owerri, later burst into a hilarious song; “A na-ekwu nke o mere o mekwa ozo, o mekwa ozo, a na ekwu nke o mere o mekwu ozo”.
Owelle Okorocha used the occasion to announce that his administration will build three hundred new secondary schools in the state before its tenure lapses on May 29, 2019. He used the occasion to take a swipe on those he called his “detractors”, who he said were trying to make him loose focus on his developmental strides, pointing out that he would not allow himself to lose focus. Taking a lead from the book of Daniel chapter ten, Owelle Okorocha asserted that he saw a vision where everyone deserted him as they did to Daniel, adding however that he will not relent.    







Cover 
Bridge linking Imo, Anambra Communities collapse
· Imo lawmaker calls for urgent action
By Ebenezer Ojor
The collapsed Urasi Bridge which connects the people of Orsu Local Government Area of Imo State and Nnewi South LGA of Anambra state has become a source of worry for the Imo House of Assembly lawmaker representing Orsu State Constituency in the Assembly. 
Before last Wednesday’s visit to the site of the collapsed steel Bridge, the member for Orsu state constituency, Hon. Uche Agabige had last month brought a motion under matters of urgent public importance, drawing the attention of the House to difficult situation which the bridge which collapsed in May this year, has put the people of the area into.
Hon. Agabige disclosed that the bridge located in Amaruru community of Orsu LGA, was built in the early 1960s with steel but collapsed in May 2018 when a truck loaded with cement attempted to cross the bridge into Anambra state nothing that deterioration as a result of age was most likely cause of the collapse of the bridge. Imo Assembly therefore passed a resolution part of which was the visit to site on May 30, 2018 by the lawmakers led by the Majority Leader, Hon. Lugard Osuji (APC, Owerri Municipal).
Speaking at the site of the collapsed bridge penultimate Wednesday, Hon Osuji said Imo State Government sent two engineers from the ministry of works with a view to finding solution to the situation adding that Governor Rochas Okorocha by his nature would not like to wait for Anambra State Government before swinging into action.
Hon. Agabige in his own remark revealed that the Anambra State Government has also visited the scene of the collapsed bridge while they have also notified relevant federal government agencies like FERMA and NEMA. He urged the state ministry of works to expedited action in finding solution to the problem lamenting that the whole economy of his people of Orsu has been grounded since the bridge failed.
Meanwhile senior engineer in the Imo State Ministry of works, Engr. Godwin Ihegboro said preliminary steps towards rebuilding the bridge would commence immediately after the visit. 

Guest writer 
Rochas marks "Familyocracy" And "Tout-O-Cracy" Day in Imo
By Christian Akpunonu
Nigeria marked her l9th uninterrupted year in the Democratic dispensation on Tuesday, 29th of May, 2018. And the indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) and sister freedom fighters the Members for the sovereign State Of Biafra (MASSOB) resolved to commemorate well over three million five hundred (3.5 million) souls of the South East people killed during the carnage and pogrom of the Nigeria-Biafran Civil War and Northern Massacar of 1966 and 1967-1970 respectively. But the Imo State doubtful portfolio commissioner of Happiness and purpose fulfillment Mrs. Ogechi Ololo who doubles as the Deputy Chief of Staff, Domestic to the Governor His Excellency Owelle Rochas Okorocha (OON) took a full page colour advert on the Wednesday, May 2018 edition of the Nigerian Newspoint Newspaper to congratulate the Governor for spending seven (7) underailed years in office.
This coincidence in the celeberation of the Biafra and Hon. Ogechi congratulatory expression to her brother, icon, mentor, boss, leader, father, senior advocate of the masses, the uncommon emancipator of the common man and quintessential wonder working Governor of Imo State, His Excellency, Owelle Anayo Rochas Okorocha (OON) opened my inner eyes to a certain flowing mystery. Under the aegis of Familyocracy His Excellency the Governor of Imo State Rochas Okorocha prior to the intervention of the Allied Forces became so obsessed with power as to act like a colossus distributing political positions as follows:-Uche Nwosu - Governor, Owelle Rochas Okorocha - Senator Orlu Zone, Prof. Obiageri - Senator Okigwe Zone, Madumere - Senator Owerri Zone, Chike Okafor - House of Reps., Dr. Anwuka - Chief of Staff to Uche Nwosu (i.e. second son-in-law) This is to recall the chronicle of events culminating in the most vacuous choice of the State Governor in Imo State for the first time in history. An open expression of intent by the self-acclaimed people's Governor to make his son-in-law a successor by all means possible; the most incredible height of selfish aggrandizement ever displayed by anybody in this God forsaken country, Nigeria. Except in some remote African countries and timid kingdoms on earth where despotic dynasties are imposed on the oppressed for God knows why. But it is certain that the sins of the Imo State people is not the worst in rejecting the will of God and asking for an emancipator from the boisterous, vociferous and arrogant former Governor Ikedi Ohakim, even in the defiance of the warnings from the Doyin of the Nigerian Politics Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, Imo People, rejected a small thief to prefer a humongous criminal. For these balls up, the bitter price is being paid today. Apparently, through the lineage of Governor Rochas, God may give us a Rehoboam in Uche Nwosu to increase the yoke of heavy tax burden, forced and unpaid labour, misery, hunger, suffering, dispossession, deprivation, despoliation, humiliation and intimidation etc on the unsuspecting people of Imo State. The wailing Imo People are in the dire state of crisis akin to the analogy of falling from fry pan to fire. Just in the same way the Israelites did in the days of King Jeroboam and Rehoboam. We are hooked off the hands of God at our behest to rest in the bosom of the strangest Rescue Mission Czar since 2011 up till date. It marked the cradle of our consensus resentment in totality of the fundamental tenets of Democracy, Rule of Law, Due Process into the messy Whirl wind of alien policy thrusts, strange oddities, idiosyncrasies, crass uppitiness and despotism. And for this sake, we are now beset with the fallouts of high handed rule by volition not procedure. The will of a despotic Ruler is always supreme. So, the Irish pie of family lineage succession nicknamed agburu anyi has been handed down on a calabash of apoplexy. The voice from above has spoken; this is my beloved ally (son-in-law) in whom I am well pleased, install him at all cost. As the harbinger of the intended Dynasty of the Agburu anyi in Imo State, people must be willing to take any shit, swallow any venom and damn not the consequences. In the spirit of continuity and consolidation of copious achievements, the right way is the family lineage. The first begins with the son-in-law. After unpredictable periods, Imo State will be handed over to another lineage (i.e. as speculated or rumored the biological son) of the Governor for another span of eight years. Afterwards, the consolidation continues in the hands of another second son-in-law probably adding up to a whooping span of twenty (24) years of solid empire building. By implication, Imo will be warming up to endure another twenty four years of familyocracy under a pseudo- Democratic Dispensation of the APC Ruling Party in Nigeria. Meanwhile, the Governor Rochas Okorocha has not only succeeded^ positioning all those considered as his lineage (i.e. the Agburu Anyi Dynasty) for insatiable financial empowerment and wealth acquisition in readiness for the consolidation. It is stating the obvious that apart from the much talked-about young lad, Ugwumba Uche Nwosu a firsthand son-in-law, other sons-in-law, daughters, siblings (Younger and Elder, male and female) has been well equipped for the enthronement of an enduring dynasty in Imo State. This is about being like a syndrome that will soon erupt into a full blown enigma on the people of Imo State. At least, the seventh year (7th) of familyocracy was well celebrated on the day before or after the Democracy Day. It is atavistically feared that the trend when not put in check will officially enshrine the neo-colonialist rulership of Muffler clad emperors for a very long period of years spanning through the already spent seven (7) years to the 24 years of hardship, groaning, murmuring, hero worshipping, eye service loyalty and compulsory sealed lips like morons suffering and smiling. This is a grandstanding to enslave the people of Imo in the hands of sculptor-rich Rulership. Tufiakwa!!! God forbid!
As we proceed, Imo will be entirely mortgaged to one lineage as the Lords while everybody end up being serfs. Interestingly, it was known antics of the ancient Fiefdoms to take advantage of expansive land ownership to enslave the subjects into forced and unpaid cheap labours. The fate of the Imo civil servants, public workers and pensioners speak volume of the veracity of these sinister moves. In spite of huge IGR, FGN allocations and 13% derivative grants to the Niger-Delta Oil regions, Imo State government owes workers and pensioners arrears of unbelievable number of months. The on-going urban Renewal and its concomitant inordinate heartless demolitions, displacement and market relocations have thrown pandemonium in the socio-political atmosphere. Many people are either rendered jobless, homeless or pauperized out of brazen carelessness and atrociousness. In fact, the only families that are unperturbed are those with strings to the Agburu anyi lineage. The cronies and allies to the Agburu anyi are making do with the crumbles from the table at the Douglas House. The rest of us are wallowing in abject delirium and penury.
                                                                                                                             
However, those beneficiaries of this perfidy are reluctant to tell the truth. But, the logics to toady more people to buy into this strange attitude are always warped. There is no way the Governor can convince the Imo people that only his family lineage have the egg-heads to hold vital political positions and direct the affairs of the state on the behalf of all of us. I strongly differ with such thinking that it is not possible for His Excellency the Governor of Imo State Owelle Rochas Okorochas to entrust a key position of authority to any other person except from his lineage. This is quite unacceptable. And that is where we are today. We have been plunged into a messy cesspool of arrogant imposition of political leadership at variance with the sterling principles of Democracy. Out of sheer desperation, the Governor is about venting spleen on whoever stands against his will. But, pray let the will of God take over in this heartland state of great repute. In this final lap of this administration, the promised job!!! Employment!!! Factory!!! Still appears to be a mirage. One wonders what is actually happening. The claim of transformation of the state is not a contentious one going by the chunk of construction works witnessed ceaselessly. It is instructive to draw from the wisdom of the snag in Environmental Design which posited that every design in the Environment feels a need as well as creates a need. Perhaps, most of these projects are clearly bereft of proper Need Analysis, because of the fact that they have doubtful immediate benefit propensities (i.e. driven by remote not immediate benefits). They are intuitively rolled out because the Governor has no set out action plans and rather enjoys unfettered utility of public funds. Also, Democracy does not entail the use of touts to execute Government policies. That is purely Toutocracy which is being institutionalized by the Rochas Government. Unarguably, Owerri the capital city of Imo State has been transformed to the hub of touts, gambling and prostitution. Unknowingly, as the environment is continuously vibrated with these various constructional projects most of which doubtfully considered the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) the propensity of impoverishing the people is high. And the tendency of degrading the environment or creating disharmony is foreseeable especially when proper EIA is not conducted prior to or at the project idea conception. Unequivocally, that the governance of this Government under His Excellency Rochas Okorocha has touched many lives it should be seen from both the positive and negatives perspectives. As it stands, from the feelers gathered through the sampled public opinions, those that are ill-at home with this maverick style of leadership that exalts family lineage outweighs those at the comfort zones. It is indeed quite parochial and inchoate for the public affairs to be so treated as a private enterprise in this auspicious period where modern democracy reigns supreme in the heart of men. There is no barbarism that is worst than personalizing the public property to eulogize yourself acclaimed political prowess. The Imo people should rise up to the challenges of repudiating nonsensical antics of family lineage succession in every of our leadership schemes. It is an aberration that is worse than the approximately resisted military oligarchy which subjected Nigeria to a pitiable undevelopable entity for the regrettable thirty two (32) years of detactorship. Imo people prefer to celebrate Democracy day with the rest of Nigerians and not familyocracy. We loathe toutocracy. Also, it is better to mark the commemoration of the fallen Biafrans who are the victims of the injustices of the pre and post-civil war Nigeria - southeasterners.













Imo Govt. urged to provide fertilizers to farmers
The chairman of Ohanaeze Ndigbo Njaba chapter, Evang. Uchechukwu Okoro, has appealed to the Imo state government to provide fertilizers, improved seeds and seedlings as well as pesticides to famers, to enhance agricultural productivity in the state.
Evang. Okoro was speaking at the second summit on food security captioned “Operation Feed Yourself” jointly organized by the Ohanaze Ndigbo Njaba chapter, Ndieze Njaba and Imo State Agricultural Development Programm (ADP), at Nnenasa in Njaba Local Government Area.
He reiterates that the summit would encourage Imolites to cultivate every available piece of land, grow vegetables and establish poultry, for increased food production, for consumption and sales.
Also speaking, the President General in Njaba Local Government Area, Chief Godwin Amadike, implored youths to take up farming business and workers to use their spare times to engage in faming, while Ndieze and other Imolites should participate in faming for food sufficiency.  
He urged both the state and federal governments to prioritize agriculture by providing adequate incentives to farmers as well as organized workshops, seminars and trainings to acquaint them with modern techniques that would result in better yields.
Commenting, the Transition Committee Chairman of Njaba Local Government, Chief Aloysius Onwuegbuchulam, lamented that the Agricultural co-operative Societies in the area were not receiving the desired financial support.
He commended the organizers of the event, and urged governments to continue to encourage farmers for enhanced agricultural productivity.
Earlier, in his lecture, the programme Manager of Imo State Agricultural Development Programme (ADP), Pastor Jonathan Onyedikachi, stated that the Federal Government has through Fedama and Anchor Borrowers’ Fund been providing funds for agricultural practice.
He also disclosed that some manufacturing companies fund farmers who produce agricultural products which serve them as raw materials.   
  


Cover 
APC Coalition Group Chairman Obiyo Refutes Frontline Report on
Sharing
...Describes Report as Desperate Attempt of a Dying Autocracy
Group chairman of the Imo State APC Coalition Dr Uzoma Obiyo has described as baseless, false and an attempt by a dying autocracy to dismantle an alliance so strong and formidable that its wake is felt in the corridors of power nationwide the purported report of an Owerri based newspaper on sharing and zoning of positions by the coalition group.
Dr Obiyo in a statement made available to Newsmen said, "I write to refute the recent publication in the Frontline Express Newspaper using the name of the Imo APC stake holders which is not only false and in poor taste but clearly depicts a desperate attempt to grasp at straws by the minions of a dying autocracy.
"The coalition/stakeholder's forum has always worked with a structure of total involvement of all parties, spurred on by our mutual respect for each other's opinions and this has driven our solidarity. On this note, we wish to reaffirm to members of our coalition that no decisions have been taken as otherwise stated in the publication contrary to agreements as reached in our gatherings.
"We are aware that the almost ousted structure, in its struggle to remain relevant, will resort to all sorts of cheap tricks in their waning war to dismantle an alliance so strong and formidable that its wake is felt in the corridors of power nationwide.
"We advise caution to media houses to desist from unverified publications which, albeit unintentionally, create damage if not properly managed and whose further repercussions could result in litigation for the media house itself.
"We remain "united, under the foundation of mutual respect and transparency, in our fight for a just system that serves the need of all its stakeholders and aims to restore sanity to our state" Dr Obiyo maintained.  











Newsbit 

Max Aluminium always celebrating excellence
By Obiarandu Ohiri
Max Aluminium Owerri-Portharcourt Road Avu, Owerri West L.G.A is always celebrating excellence in aluminium industry because of its commitment in the production of durable, finest aluminium roofing sheets and products. Moreso the company celebrates excellence because it produces and showcases varieties of aluminium products that customers demand. Max Aluminium operates with the slogan (motto) SFHT, meaning in sincerity fairplay, hard work, target in business with its optimum aim of company and societal development. Buy aluminium roofing sheets and accessories today from Max Aluminium Owerri-Portharcourt Road, Avu Owerri west for beat result.   
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Ebuka Santoo Tea Time Bread is a special loaf
By Obiarandu Ohiri     
Ebuka Santoo Tea Time bread is special bread because of its freshness at all times and easily digested, reports revealed. Ebuka Santoo Tea Time Bread is always soft, milky, creamy and possessing Sweet taste, according to findings. The loaf is of rich quality but does not cost much, report hinted. It is in different sizes that can serve you for different purposes be it for family breakfast or for students meal, the report went on. The bread is preferred to, by customers because of its juicy taste and enticing look. The loaves are hygienically enclosed or wrapped in a decent package that gives the loaves number one (number I) in quality.
Buy Ebuka Santoo Tea Time Bread today for a delicious breakfast and for every time consumption from Ebuka Santoo bakery Nig. Mgbidi Omuma Road Oru East L.G.A Imo state. Ebuka Santoo Tea Time Bread is the best in quality, report maintained. 
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2019 Imo Guber; Okorocha abandon’s Uche Nwosu, says Imolites now to decide his successor
By Fidelis Ihentuge
The Imo State Governor Owelle Rochas Okorocha used the occasion of his swearing-in of two commissioners and two transition committee chairmen of local government councils to reveal his new position on the much orchestrated issue of his desire to ensure that his Chief of Staff, Ugwumba Ucha Nwosu succeeds him in 2019.
Speaking after administering oath of office and oath of allegiance to the Federal Republic of Nigeria on two commissioners, namely, Barrister Chibuzo Daniel Iwuorie for youths and sports and Professor Edna Chioma Mathews-Njoku as commissioner for Agriculture, in addition to Mr. Collins Ugorji as T.C chairman of Mbaitoli local government and Mr. Kelechi Iwueze as T.C Chairman of Ehime Mbano local government, Governor Okorocha said that he chosed Uche Nwosu as his successor because he found him to be the most qualified, adding however that it is for the people of the state to accept or reject him. 
“It is for me to present my choice to you and it is for you to accept or reject him”, drawing inference from the Bible, Governor Okorocha said “Christ told his disciples; if they reject you, shake off the dust from your feet and go home”.
He reminded people of the state that gubernatorial power does not change a bad person to a good person, but on the contrary, “where a robber becomes an executive governor, he turns into “Executive armed robber”.
Governor Okorocha used the occasion to announce to people of the state that his administration will reconstruct the Owerri-Mbaise road into an eight-lane express road before it finally bows out in 2019, adding that the exercise will soon commence. The Imo helmsman disclosed the commencement of work on additional five hundred and fifty two kilometer of new roads in the state while two hundred and ninety six new secondary schools will be built in the state before May 29, 2019.
Owelle Okkorocha made a revelation on why the much vouched about factory factory factory and job job job which was his 2015; second tenure campaign slogan was not implemented.
According to Owelle Okorocha, “lack of electricity is holding us from building factory factory factory. Speaking further, he declared “How can you build factories in communities where there is no electricity? He concluded, my successor will build the factories. “The Governor however urged communities without electricity to contact the commissioner for public utilities for assistance.

7th May, 2018


Disclaimer
My attention has been drawn to the broadcast of campaign in the social media by person(s) who do not have my consent, authority or permission to engage in such campaign broadcast. For the avoidance of doubt, the dates for commencement of campaign by polities' parties is as issued by INEC pursuant to section 99 (1) of the Electoral Act (as amended).
While I appreciate the support that I’ve   continued to receive from people of goodwill, I hereby appeal to all law- abiding people to adhere strictly to the time table and schedule of activities for the 2019 General Elections. I hereby disclaim the said campaign broadcast.
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Ohaji/Egbema House member assaults journalist
The Imo State House of Assembly member representing Ohaji/Egbema state constituency,   Hon Emma Orie,   yesterday   assaulted a journalist at the All Progressives Congress, APC State Secretariat at Okigwe Road.  The incident happened right inside the office of the APC Secretary.
The journalist Destiny Tsinwa, staff of Daily Nigerian Horn who hails from the same Constituency with the legislator narrated that on sighting the law maker he walked up to greet him as his representative in the legislature as a mark of respect..
The law maker instantly charged at him saying, "this is the opportunity I have been waiting, you have been working against me, insulting me". He followed this with a slap on his face to the embarrassment of the journalist and all on-lookers present.
He further threatened to deal with the journalist as he picked his phone to start making calls. When the media man was queried if there was any previous incident between him and his representative, he denied knowledge of any.
However, he admitted working for him in the 2015 election believing that he would deliver democratic dividends to his people but now backed out of him when the reverse was the case.
He was promptly chased out of the office by the APC party officials who condemned his actions. The journalist had since reported the matter with the Police. It was not readily established if the law maker was under the influence of alcohol or any form of narcotics to warrant the actions.
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Imo SA, security, Olu promises Fight Criminal Activities to Zero Point
The Special Assistant to Imo State Governor Owelle Rochas Okorocha on Security Owerri Zone Mr. Olu Chizoba Opurum has promised to use his position to fight crime and other ugly activities in the State to zero point.
M. Opurum while addressing Journalists in Owerri said that he has all it takes to fight crime, pointing out that he has mapped out strategies to fight crime in the State.
The Mbaitoli Born Security expert who noted that he has been part and parcel of Rescue Mission Administration of Governor Okorocha assured Imo Indigenes that he will discharge his duties effectively without fear and favour.
Opurum expressed his willingness to partner with Security Agencies to enable him apprehend Criminals and urged Imo Indigenes with particular reference youths to desist from criminal acts such as kidnapping, Robbery, Illicit drugs because the State Government will deal ruthlessly to anybody caught in such acts.
He advised them to feel free to report any criminal activities to his offices so that Imo Indigenes will go to their bed in the night with two of their eyes closed and thank the State Governor for finding him worthy to serve under his administration.
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Olu 
Chief Ikechukwu J. Ukaegbo, a pragmatic politician 
By Obiarandu Ohiri
Chief Ikechukwu Joseph Ukaegbu (Ikenga Ikeduru) is a pragmatic politician because he projects himself to his desired position through boldly supporting others to reach their own political destinies. Chief Ukaegbu is pragmatic as he generously assists others to meet their socio-political targets. He assists others through his wise counsels, friendship, cheerfulness, financial supports, day to day communication and many other aids aimed at optimum encouragement for them.
The charismatic Ikenga Ikeduru is the party leader in the Imo State Labour party where  he has distinguished himself eloquently by supporting the party to reach its enviable height presently. Labour Party Imo State is now a party people seek for opportunity to belong because Labour Party Imo state is organized. The organized Imo Labour Party is part of the hand work of Chief I.J. Ukaegbu.
The party stalwart is known for his visionary leadership, projected work plan and work force and his addiction to the omnipotence of God Almighty. This is true as he master minds prayer summits for the party aimed at lifting the party towards the height God can help it. He is a singer and an orator. He is the party leader with interest in the growth and recognition of the youths with such testimony as the institution of Ikenga band group that can entertain in any political summit, they do well.
Chief Ukaegbu is not only a party leader but has the qualities of being a governor of Imo state, thus he is the governorship aspirant of the party. His efforts would not have been seen without the effort of the party chairman, Chief Cyril Akujobi who has brought in team spirit in the party.    
















Cover 

Ohakim blast Rochas over Bridge collapse in Owerri
· Laments: “More than 70% of his projects collapsed”
Ex-Imo State Governor, Dr. Ikedi Ohakim has decried the spate of collapse of projects allegedly executed by the present administration of Governor Rochas Okorocha.
Ohakim spoke against the backdrop of the reported collapse of a bridge at the Children’s Park opposite Concord Hotel New Owerri. 
The bridge constructed by the administration of Governor Okorocha was said to have collapsed after a heavy rain giving rise to fresh criticisms on the quality of projects embarked upon by the state government. The collapsed bridge is used as a tourist site by the state government.
Dr. Ohakim in his reaction said the collapse “brings to the fore once more the fact that Governor does not have respect for engineering procedure and standard, the magnitude of disaster he has been and how Imo people on daily basis live with the fear of the unknown because of the ineptitude of the governor”.
Continuing, Ohakim noted that “more than 70% of the projects under Okorocha have collapsed. These projects range from collapsed pre-cast school buildings, Princess Hotel, tunnels … the collapse of the Orji flyover for which the Council for the Regulation of Engineers in Nigeria (COREN) had alerted the whole world that it had collapsed, forcing the state government to resort to erecting supporting-beams under it…”
The former governor decried what he said was the collapse of roads constructed by Governor Okorocha adding that everything in the state was collapsing under Okorocha. 
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Imo State Government Seale Up NSITF OFFICE
For default in payment of N0.7 billion Payee Tax
Imo State Government has sealed-up the state head office of the National Social Insurance trust Fund (NSITF) in Owerri for the non-remittance of five years of staff Pay-As-You-Earn (PAYEE) and withholding tax of seven hundred and seventy-five million, seventeen thousand, seven hundred and nineteen naira, two-kobo due to State Board of Internal Revenue.
The BIR recalls that it had first served the NSITF their liability notice on 21st March 2017 and given it 30 days to object to the liability or pay up the tax but the company failed to comply with the demand. The Board of Internal Revenue also on 3rd May 2017 issued a reminder on the PAYEE Tax default to NSITF which it acknowledged but refused to settle the liability.
In spite of the recalcitrant attitude of the NSITF to BIR's demand notices, the board went ahead to issue a final warning notice to NSITF on the non-remittance of it five years PAYEE and withholding Tax to the board on 5th November 2017, but this was also neglected.
Notwithstanding the neglect and refusal of NSITF to comply to the demand notices and in an effort to promote and encourage inter-governmental dialogue and resolution of the tax default the directors of the BIR led by the Chairman/Chief Executive of the Board, Pastor Dr. Mrs. Henrietta Jacobs visited the NSITF office for negotiation on May 26, 2018 ail to no avail.
This prompted the visit of the BIR Enforcement Team made up of top management staff, the police and legal personnel to the NSITF office on 7th June 2018, during which the officers were locked-in by over a hundred staff of the Insurance Company and severely manhandled with injuries inflicted on them, it however took an extra-detachment of men of the Nigeria Police from the Command Headquarters to rescue the revenue enforcement staff of BIR from the NSITF staff and eventual sealing-up of the premises.
The Imo State Board of Internal Revenue regrets that a company of the status of National Social Insurance Trust Fund which is conversant with tax revenue and indemnity law of the country could muster its staff to obstruct and manhandle legally constituted revenue staff from the board, in spite of the polite and civil manner the State BIR goes about its revenue drive. The board has however vowed not to relent in its revenue effort to ensure that the state attains an appreciable level to enable it fund it’s numerous developmental projects.












Imo now has 84 mortuaries against 11 in 2011- Ohakim
Former Governor Ikedi Ohakim has lamented the level of suffering and hardship in Imo State leading to a phenomenal increase in the death of Imolites according to him.
The former governor who was reacting to a reported bridge collapse at the Children’s park New Owerri recently. Ohakim disclosed that there were only 11 mortuaries in Imo State as 2011 before he left office as governor but regretted that as at today, the number of mortuaries in Imo State according to him, has increased to 84.
Ohakim further noted that water has since dried up in taps in Owerri Capital City under Okorocha just as he challenged the governor to tell Imo people what happened to general hospitals in the state such Umuguma General Hospital.
He also said that education in Imo has collapsed in the midst of what he called Okorocha’s unplanned and shabbily implemented freed education of Okorocha’s government.          



Tension in Umudagu Over the Death of Ifeanyi
· As Olu, Ugorji Sue For Peace
Uneasy calm is now reigning supreme at Umudagu Mbieri in Mbaitolu Local Government Area (LGA) of Imo State following the murder of Mr. lfeanyi Ogu who was allegedly murdered by one Mr. Ifeanyi Ibeabuchi and his cohorts.
The incident made the youths in the area to set ablaze the house belonging to the father of Mr. lfeanyi lbeabuchiand destroyed properties that worth millions of Naira.
Narrating the incident to Journalists the father of the deceased Mr. Nath Ogu said that when he returned from Church Service on Sunday June 2, 2018 his family members told him that hoodlums led by Mr. lfeanyi Ibeabuchi with gun and other types of weapons besieged his house and took a way his Son Mr. Ifeanyi Ogu to unknown destination.
Mr. Ogu said he gathered that the hoodlums claimed that they are Police Officers and they came to arrest his Son because he stole a laptop belonging to Mr. Ifeanyi Ibeabuchi, pointing out that since that Sunday he has been looking for his Son and he took all the necessary steps including reporting the matter to the Police Station.
He regretted that all the efforts he made to look for his Son proved abortive only for him to hear on Wednesday that his Corpse is at Umuguma Mortuary, adding that his first Son Mr. Tochi Ogu has confirmed the Corpse.
On how the family got the information about the death of Mr. Ifeanyi Ogu, the elder brother of the deceased Mr. Tochi Ogu said that it was when he called the suspect Mr. Ifeanyi Ibeabuchi on telephone, pointing out that up till now nobody can give account of Mr. Ifeany Ibeabuchi and his cohorts.
Meanwhile the Special Assistant to the State Governor Owelle Rochas Okorocha on Security Owerri zone, Mr. Olu Chizoba Opurum has urged the youths in the area to remain law abiding in order to maintain Peace and order in the area, pointing out that the Security Agencies in the State will take all legal action to ensure that those behind the ugly act are apprehended.
Mr. Opurum who disclosed this when he visited the scene and the family of the deceased said that the Police has started their investigations on the matter, adding that those that are involved in it will be dealt with according to the law while calling on the youths not to take laws in their hands to enable Police carryout their investigations effectively.
The Transitional Committee Chairman of Mbaitoli, Hon. Collins Ugorji also visited the scene of the incident, the deceased family and advised youths to shun acts that will cause more crises in the area.
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Ifeanyi Ogu





Change of name 
I formally known and addresses as UBAH IFEYINWA AGATHA now wish to be known and addressed as UBAH ANGELINA IFEYINWA. All documents bearing my former name remain valid. First Bank Plc and the general public should take note.
Signed:
UBAH ANGELINA IFEYINWA. 


Change of name 
I formally known and addresses as IGBOKWE UCHECHI JANE now wish to be known and addressed as UZOARU JANE UCHECHI. All documents bearing my former name remain valid. The general public should take note.
Signed:
UZOARU JANE UCHECHI.


Correction of name 
I, ANYANWU CHIMAOBI CHRISTOPHER of Umueleagwa Onicha in Ezinihitte Mbaise LGA, Imo state hereby affirm that my name was wrongly written as CHIMAOBI CHRISTOPHER during the BVN process in my bank.
The general public should note that my correct name is ANYANWU CHIMAOBI CHRISTOPHER.
Signed:
ANYANWU CHIMAOBI CHRISTOPHER.

Change of name 
I formally known and addresses as AMADI TESSY UDOKA now wish to be known and addressed as AMADI THERESA UDOKA. All documents bearing my former name remain valid. The general public should take note.
Signed:
AMADI THERESA UDOKA.
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